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KHS GOVERNING BOARD MEETING 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2021 

MINUTES 
 

Welcome and Call to Order:  President Tommy Turner, Jr., called the quarterly meeting of the governing 
board of the Kentucky Historical Society to order at 1:04 p.m.  Roll call showed the following members 
present:  Anthony Apro, Mindy Barfield, Jennifer Brown, Ben Chandler, Ryan Craig, Alan Denny, Mary 
Hammond, Alissa Keller, Dr. David Lee, Sheila Mason, Mark Neikirk, Wayne Onkst, Geneva Parris, Kevin 
Smith, Lora Suttles, Dr. Alicestyne Turley, and Tommy Turner, Jr.  A quorum was declared present.  Other 
persons present included ex officio member of the governing board Tommy Hines, President of the 
Kentucky Museums and Heritage Alliance, and officials from the Tourism Arts and Heritage Cabinet 
Legislative Liaison B.R. Masters and Legal Counsel Evan Jones.  KHS staff present included Scott Alvey, 
Jessica Stavros, Amanda Higgins, Jodi Lewis, Karen Marlowe, Stuart Sanders, and Teresa Stivers. 
 
President Turner called upon KHS Executive Director Scott Alvey to recognize the governing board 
members whose terms were expiring in 2021.  These included President Tommy Turner, Jr., and board 
members Dr. David Lee, Geneva Parris, and Kevin Smith.  The full board thanked each of these individuals 
for all of their support and guidance. 
 
Minutes of July 16, 2021, Governing Board Meeting:  President Turner called for additions or corrections 
to the July 16, 2021, Governing Board meeting minutes.  There were none. 

Motion by Mark Neikirk, second by Mary Hammond, that the July 16, 2021, 
Governing Board meeting minutes be approved.  Motion carried. 

Report from 2021 KHS Nominating Committee:  President Turner, as chair, reported on behalf of 
the 2021 Nominating Committee the following: 

A. The 2021 KHS Nominating Committee consisted of the following persons – Tommy 
Turner, Jr., as chair; Anthony Apro, Alissa Keller, Sheila Mason, and Chip Atkins, 
representing the KHS Foundation. 

B. The 2021 KHS Nominating placed into nomination the following individuals for offices and 
membership on the board for 2022.  This slate was mailed to the KHS membership 
according to statute along with the notice of the KHS Annual Meeting on Friday, 
November 5, 2021.  The slate presented was as follows: 

1. President – Jennifer Brown, Hopkinsville, KY 
2. First Vice President – Cynthia Torp, Louisville, KY 
3. Second Vice President – Wayne Onkst, Erlanger, KY 
4. Third Vice President – Sheila Mason, Frankfort, KY 
5. Board Class of 2022-2025: 

i. Dr. Deann Stivers Allen, Manchester, KY 
ii. Brent Bjorkman, Bowling Green, KY 
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iii. Curtis Dame, Rumsey, KY 
iv. Dr. Mel Hankla, Hitchins, KY 

 
This slate will be voted on by ballot by the KHS membership with elections taking place at 
the Annual Meeting on November 5, 2021.  This report was accepted by the Governing 
Board. 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 

A. Bylaw Revisions Update – Executive Director Alvey advised that the KHS Bylaw review is still under 
review by both KHS and the Tourism, Arts, and Heritage Cabinet legal counsel for clarification and 
consistency with KRS 171.311.  KHS is looking to make a few minor corrections including naming 
the immediate past president as a member to serve as chair of the nominating committee, 
workgroup and committee structure, etc.  Bylaws are primarily an internal framework for how the 
board will operate.  KHS may need to request changes to KRS 171.311 to add in the immediate 
past president position and also add that KHS will have the authority to name the State Historian.  
Changes to KRS 171.311 will need to be presented to Kentucky’s General Assembly for bill 
sponsorship, review, and approval.  Executive Director Alvey will be working with B.R. Masters to 
work up what will need to be added or amended to KRS 171.311. 
 

B. Historical Markers Report and Request for Approval of Creation – Dr. Amanda Higgins, KHS 
Community Engagement Administrator, reported that there was a pause in the acceptance of 
applications for new historical markers during the pandemic.  During this time, KHS undertook a 
review of the four requests that had come in by the development of a numerical review rubric for 
approval that included scores for the significance of the proposed marker, the topic, the evidence 
of proof, the geography, community support, and the overall application.  The historical markers 
review group asked that three of these applications be approved for creation and placement.  
These included the following historical markers: 

1. Midway Freedman’s School 
2. Sisters of Mercy 
3. Pvt. Henry B. Mattingly 

Motion by Ben Chandler, second by Lora Suttles that the three proposed 
markers, Midway Freedman’s School, Sisters of Mercy, and Pvt. Henry B. Mattingly, be 
approved for creation and placement.  Motion carried. 

 

C. KHS Annual Meeting – As President Turner had previously stated, the Annual Meeting of the 
membership will be on November 5, 2021, via Zoom videoconference due to the pandemic.  
Members were notified of this with the annual meeting notice.  The governing board members 
will receive an email with the login information for this.  The program will consist of the 
presentation of the “Celebration of Kentucky History” and the good work that has continued 
across the Commonwealth during the pandemic. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 

A. Legislative Priorities – Executive Director Alvey presented to the board the four legislative 
priorities for KHS for the 2022 General Assembly Session: 
1. Funding for Kentucky Commissions for the America 250 programs;  
2. Funding for the historical markers program 
3. Renovations of the Old State Capitol building and grounds; and 
4. A capital budget request for updates and improvements for the KHS campus in preparation 

for the America 250 celebrations in 2026. 
Board members are encouraged to contact their legislators to support these initiatives on behalf 
of KHS. 
 

B. KHS Collections Policy – Director of Research and Collections Stuart Sanders reported that the 
collections and archives teams are reviewing the policies and procedures to ensure that staff is 
meeting best practices of collecting and caring for the collections KHS holds in trust for the 
Commonwealth.  It is hoped that these proposals for changes can be submitted to the governing 
board at its January 2022 meeting. 
 

C. Kentucky History Day – KHS Deputy Director Jessica Stavros reported that Kentucky History Day 
will be a major event that will reimagine the traditional Boone Day in the summer of 2022.  The 
dates set for this event will be June 3-4, 2022.  Deputy Director Stavros reported that KHS is 
planning this two-day event which will center on KHS as being the hub for Kentucky history.  Our 
major themes are history advocacy, activating the statewide network of historical organizations, 
and promoting to the public what KHS is and what we can do.  This event will start the buildup to 
the America 250 events in 2026.  The target audiences will be KHS members, public history 
organizations, historians, legislators, and government officials.  The Kentucky History Awards 
program will be on Friday, a public symposium on Saturday, and a KHS Foundation donor event 
on Saturday evening.  The governing board is invited to come and encouraged to bring a friend or 
two to this two-day event. 

 
OPERATIONS REPORTS: 

A. First Quarter Finance Report – Karen Marlowe, KHS Director of Finance and Support Services, 
reported that at the end of the first quarter for FY2022-23, KHS had not met its earned revenues 
due to the pandemic but had also held down expenses. Anticipated personnel expenses during 
this period have also not been expended due to delays in hiring but are expected to pick up in 
future quarters.  At the end of the first quarter, KHS staff were holding the line on expenses until 
revenues picked up. 

 
B. The FY2022-2024 Biennial Budget – Finance Director Karen Marlowe also reported that her team 

was working on its proposal for the FY2022-2024 biennial budget to be submitted to the Tourism, 
Arts, and Heritage Cabinet.  KHS has already presented its additional budget requests to the 
Cabinet.  KHS will also be submitting personnel positions that it will request to be in our position 
cap for the next two budget years to the Cabinet.  KHS asked the governing board to request that 
their legislators assist KHS with these biennial budget requests. 
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C. Executive Directors Report – Highlights that Executive Director Alvey wanted to bring to the 
board's attention are the American Alliance of Museums survey completed by KHS members, the 
KHS personnel report showing where KHS needs to staff up to serve the needs of the 
Commonwealth through its programs and services statewide, the Catherine Carpenter Distilling 
Kentucky History project with Brown-Forman and the bourbon recipe under production, and the 
appointments to the Kentucky commissions for the America 250 event.  KHS membership is still 
staying steady even though many members have not been able to come to the KHS campus due 
to the pandemic. 

Finally, Executive Director Alvey notified the governing board that long-term KHS 
volunteer Richard Reis had passed away.  Mr. Reis donated well over 2,000 hours in the library 
and as an Old State Capitol docent.  The board took a moment to remember his service.  The 
motion’s second to the approval of the minutes at the upcoming KHS Annual Meeting, something 
Mr. Reis was known to do to have his name placed in the minutes for posterity, will be done so in 
honor of him on November 5, 2022, so that his name can be placed one more time in the minutes 
of the Society. 
 

D. KHS Foundation Report – Foundation Director Doug High reported that it secured an underwriter 
at the Lincoln Society donor level for the soon-to-be-open new exhibit at KHS called 
“Illuminations.” This exhibit will note the progression of lighting technology in Kentucky from 
natural lighting to the advent of electricity.  It will showcase the remarkable change in Kentucky.  
This exhibit is set to open on November 11. 

The foundation is also seeking major gifts from individuals and corporations for the 
upcoming exhibit to honor Kentucky women veterans set to open in the late spring/early summer 
of 2022. 

The foundation will also celebrate its 30th anniversary on June 4, 2022, as reported earlier 
as part of the Kentucky History Day celebration. 

The foundation was able to secure the services of Heather French Henry to be the host of 
the upcoming Kentucky Ancestors programs to be taped and then televised statewide on local 
networks in 2022. 

Finally, the foundation will be sending out end-of-year asks and hope that the governing 
board will support this ask and ask their friends and colleagues to do the same. 

 
OTHER REPORTS: 

A. Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet – B.R. Masters, TAHC legislative liaison, reported on behalf of 
the Cabinet that it would be working with KHS on its biennial budget asks for FY2022-2024. 
 

B. Kentucky Oral History Commission – Dr. Higgins reported that she would be the new liaison to 
this Commission on behalf of KHS with the departure of former KHS Oral History Administrator 
Sarah Schmitt.  Dr. Brian Clardy is the current Kentucky Oral History Chair.  The next meeting of 
this commission is in December 2021. 

 
C. Kentucky Museums and Heritage Alliance – KMHA President Tommy Hines reported that the 

association had its first live meeting in September.  The Alliance is also currently working on Bylaw 
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changes for their organization and new board membership for engagement and diversity. Their 
next meeting will be in November at the Kentucky Horse Park. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  President Turner presented the following announcements: 

A. KHS Annual Meeting – Friday, November 5, 2021, at 5:30 p.m. via Zoom webinar. 
 

B. KHS Governing Board Meetings 2022 – January 21, April 15, July 15, and October 21. 
 
President Turner thanked the board for allowing him to serve on the board and stated that 

everyone should be proud of Kentucky’s history and should push for it to be in the forefront for all 
Kentuckians of every age. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business to come before the governing board, President Turner 
called for a motion to adjourn at 3:15 p.m. EDT. 

Motion by Lora Suttles, second by Mary Hammond, that the meeting be 
adjourned.  Motion carried. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
C. Scott Alvey, KHS Executive Director 
Teresa S. Stivers, KHS Director’s Office Manager, Recorder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


